MONTGOMERY TOWNSHIP PLANNING BOARD
MONTGOMERY TOWNSHIP, SOMERSET COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
REGULAR MEETING
DECEMBER 17, 2018
MINUTES
Vice Chairman Wilson called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and read the opening statement that adequate
notice of the meeting had been posted and sent to the officially designated newspapers.
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Vice Chairman Wilson; Mr. Campeas; Mayor Madrid; Mr. DeRochi; Mr.
Trzaska; Mr. Mani; Mr. Matthews; Mr. Sarle; Mr. Glockler, Alternate #1; Mr. Conry, Alternate #2
ALSO PRESENT: Francis P. Linnus, Board Attorney; Ms. Savron, Planning Director
I.

SALUTE TO THE FLAG

II.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION - None

III.

RESOLUTIONS
Case PB-04-18
Applicant: Village Shoppes at Montgomery, LLC
Block 28005 Lots 60, 65, part of 66, 68 and 69 – Route 206
Preliminary and Final Major Subdivision and Site Plan, Conditional Use and Bulk Variances

A motion to memorialize the resolution was made by Mr. Trzaska and seconded by Mr. Sarle. The motion
carried on the following roll call vote:
Ayes: Campeas, DeRochi, Madrid, Mani, Matthews, Sarle, Trzaska and Conry
Nays: None
Case PB-04-17
Applicant: MM/PG Montgomery Properties, LLC
Block 34001 Lots 46.01, 56, 57, 77, 78 and 79 – Route 206
Amended Preliminary and Final Major Site Plan and Bulk Variances
A motion to memorialize the resolution was made by Mr. Mani and seconded by Mr. Sarle. The motion carried
on the following roll call vote:
Ayes: Campeas, Madrid, Mani, Matthews, Sarle, Trzaska, Wilson and Conry
Nays: None
IV.

CAPITAL REVIEW
Applicant: Montgomery Township
Block 20001 Lot 10.05 – Route 206 and Orchard Road
New Municipal Complex and Public Library

Mr. Linnus explained to the Board that this is a review under 40:55D-31. Any time a governmental entity wants
to spend public money they have to present to the Planning Board for review and recommendation.
Ken Van Hise, Esquire represented the Township. The site is 45 acres located on Orchard Road and Route 206
also known as the former Convatec site. The plan is for a 54,000 square foot Municipal Complex. The library
and meeting room area will be one story and the municipal office uses will be two stories with the police station
on the first floor and the municipal offices on the second floor.
Project Engineer Nicki Louloudis with Boswell Engineering, Project Architect Kurt Vierheilig with DMR
Architects and Project Landscape Architect James Gilday with Moss Gilday Group also represented the
Township.
Ms. Louloudis oriented the Board to the site location and described the surrounding uses, the existing cemetery
on the site, the existing site drainage and the 100 foot buffer between the existing building and the neighboring
Township owned property. There will be parking for 292 vehicles. The existing site improvements have been
demolished. New drainage and utilities, including sewer, will be installed. A secondary access driveway will
be constructed. A new sidewalk will be constructed out to Orchard Road which will loop back to Headquarters
Park Drive.
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Mr. Trzaska noted that there has been discussion about constructing a sidewalk along Orchard Road to connect
Orchard Hill and the school pathway network to the Municipal Building Complex and Library. Ms. Louloudis
said the sidewalk could be extended to the property line.
Kirk Vierheilig gave the Board his qualifications as a licensed architect. Mr. Vierheilig referenced the overall
plan which identifies the parking allocation. The building is L-shaped with the library located in the front. Mr.
Vierheilig described the multiple ways of ingress and egress, the on-site circulation, building entrances and
parking, trash enclosures and signage. Mr. Vierheilig described the first and second floor municipal space, the
shared space, the library space and the events plaza. The building elevations were shown and described.
Mr. Glockler asked why the Police were put in the rear of the building when they sometimes need to exit the
building and the site rapidly. Mr. Vierheilig responded that they felt the library should be the focal point of the
project and the Police Department has elements that should be less visible including the police cruiser parking
lot and the sally port.
Mr. DeRochi said the building seems choked by the parking and there is no green space around the building.
Mr. Vierheilig testified that they received that same comment at a different meeting and a lot of the parking has
been pulled farther away to provide more landscape area in between. The existing driveway, cemetery and
easement create limitations on how far away they can pull the parking away from the building. Parking was
discussed. The Board was concerned there would not be enough parking when community events are held
during the time the library is open.
Jim Gilday referenced a landscape plan and described the existing and proposed landscaping. Mr. Gilday
pointed out the existing trees in the front and the vegetation along Orchard Road. They are trying to preserve
the larger trees outside the envelope and add new vegetation where they can.
Mr. DeRochi said he would like to see more green space around the building. The parking along the western
side of the building could follow the contours of the road to create the green space in front of the building
instead of in front of the parking lot.
A motion to recommend the project to the Township Committee with the comment that to the maximum extent
feasible the green space around the front of the building should be increased was made by Mr. Mani and
seconded by Mr. Matthews. The motion carried on the following roll call vote:
Ayes: Campeas, DeRochi, Madrid, Mani, Mathews, Sarle, Trzaska, Wilson and Glockler
Nays: None
V.

MINUTES
November 19, 2018 – Regular Meeting

A motion to approve the minutes was made by Mr. Mani and seconded by Mr. Sarle. The motion carried on the
following roll call vote:
Ayes: Wilson, Campeas, Conry, Madrid, Mani, Matthews, Sarle and Trzaska
Nays: None

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m.

