
DROUGHT-TOLERANT NATIVE PLANTS 
 

There are other drought-tolerant plants, but the trees selected for this list are also usually deer-resistant. 
Note, however, that even deer-resistant shrubs and trees need fences for protection from deer scrapings. 
 
 

TREES 
Crabapples any and all 
River birch  Betula nigra 
Hornbeam Carpinus caroliniana 
Hickory Cary ovata 
Redbud Cercis canadensis 
Fringe tree Chionanthus virginicus 
American persimmon Diospyros virginica 
American holly Ilex opaca 
Black walnut  Juglans nigra 
Eastern red cedar Juniperus virginiana 
Hop hornbeam Ostrya virginiana 
White oak Quercus alba 
Chestnut oak Quercus prinus 
Swamp white oak  Quercus bicolor 

 
SHRUBS 

New Jersey tea  Ceanothus americanus 
Ninebar  Physocarpus opulifolius 
Fragrant sumac  Rhus aromatica 
Staghorn sumac Rhus typhina 
Maple-leaf viburnum  Viburnum acerfolium 
Arrowwood viburnum Viburnum dentatum 
Black haw viburnum Viburnum prunifolium 

 
HERBACEOUS PLANTS 

All spring ephemerals  
Butterfly weed  Asclepias tuberosa 
Tick-seed sunflower  Bidens aristosa 
Pennsylvania sedge  Carex pennsylvanica 
River oats  Chasmanthium latifolium 
Marginal wood fern  Dryopteris marginalis 
American alumroot  Heuchera Americana 
Bottlebrush grass  Hystrix patula 
Blazing star  Liatris spicata 
Foxglove beardtongue  Penstemon digitalis 
Solomon’s seal  Polygonatum biflorum 
Goldenrod  Solidago, all species 

 
Montgomery Township Shade Tree Committee,  
with assistance from Sarah Roberts, member,  
Native Plant Society of NJ, www.npsnj.org/  
November 2010   

http://www.npsnj.org/�

