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DATE: September 13, 2023 

TO: Carrier Clinic 

FROM: Steven Finch 

SUBJECT: Wetland Delineation Summary 

Message 

Dewberry Engineers Inc. (Dewberry) wetland biologists conducted a wetland investigation on April 25, 
2023 at the Hackensack Meridian Health Carrier Clinic located at 252 County Route 601, Belle Mead 
Township of Montgomery, Somerset County, New Jersey. The wetland investigation was conducted to 
verify known wetland features associated with the property based on a wetland survey conducted by 
others in 2013 and to delineate potential additional wetlands/state open waters that may be present within 
the property. Based on our site inspection, it is the opinion of this office that the limits of the regulated 
wetland areas onsite are generally consistent with the former Wetlands Plan, which shows the regulated 
areas primary limited to the northeast portion of the site.  

The April 2023 investigation identified one large herbaceous wetland complex in the northeast portion of 
the property that was identified by others. The wetland complex is similar in shape; however, additional 
wetlands were found that extend to the south between the eastern parking lot and the eastern property 
line (see attached delineation survey and associated data sheets). The wetland complex was identified as 
the only natural feature within the property. The property also consists of several stormwater drainage 
basins and drainage swales around the perimeter of the property.  

The onsite wetland complex is anticipated to have an associated 50-foot wetland transition area. The 
regulated areas associated with the drainage basins are anticipated to have no wetland transition areas. 
The drainage swales along the property’s perimeter (except in the northeast property corner) do not meet 
the regulated definitions of State Open Waters and do not consist of vegetation supporting hydrophytic 
vegetation. The drainage swales are in upland areas actively maintained by mowing and other related 
maintenance activities (i.e. riprap lined in areas) to ensure surface water conveyance during storm 
events. Based on the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) GeoWeb and the 
Township of Montgomery 2007 Critical Areas Map, additional wetlands are also located on the opposite 
side of Belle Mead – Blawenburg Road. Since a federally-listed species (Myotis septentrionalis) is 
associated with those wetlands, it is anticipated that the wetlands will have a 150-foot wetland transition 
area. 

Wetlands, drainage basins (that exhibit hydrophytic vegetation) and drainage swales in the northeast 
portion of the site, are anticipated to be jurisdictional to the NJDEP. The grass/stone lined ditch along 
East Mountain Road and Belle Mead-Blawenburg Road were not identified on the former wetlands plan 
and based on our site visit, are not within the jurisdiction of the NJDEP.   

Based on the proposed scope of improvements, the proposed activities are located more than 150-feet 
away from wetlands onsite located at the northeastern corner of the site and from the off-site wetland 
areas.  The anticipated wetland transition area from the offsite wetlands areas are shown on design plans 
and it shows the proposed disturbance limit will be outside the offsite NJDEP regulated areas.   

Based on above, it is Dewberry’s opinion that the proposed activities are outside of NJDEP jurisdictional 
areas and further coordination from NJDEP is not required. This conclusion is derived based on the 
current limits of the proposed activities are greater than 150 feet from the closest offsite wetland feature 
and will not disturb onsite regulated areas.  
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Any activities that may encroach within a wetland transition area and/or potentially impact (either 
temporary and/or permanently) the onsite wetland, drainage basins, jurisdictional drainage swales would 
be subject to NJDEP Freshwater Wetland Regulations.  

Attachments  

 Attachment A  - Wetland Data Sheets 

 Attachment B – Wetland Delineation Survey (updated Survey) 

 Attachment C -  Photographs   

 Attachment D – Approved Wetlands Plan  

 



 

ROUTINE METHOD WETLAND DATA FORM* 

 
Investigators: Steve Finch, Danielle Smith Date: 04/25/2023 
Site Name: Carrier Clinic Twp: Montgomery County:  Somerset 
Applicant:  Sample: Transect:  
Latitude: 40.468779 Longitude: -74.681194 Format: NAD 83 
Site Conditions:  Former Ag. Field Weather: 65 F, Sunny 

 
Dominant Vegetation 

Species  Status Stratum % Cover 

Reed canary grass (Phalaris arundinacea) FACW Herb 75 

Common reed (Phragmites australis) FACW Herb 20 

Sensitive fern (Onoclea sensibilis) FACW Herb 5 

Soft rush (Juncus effusus) OBL Herb <1 

Tartarian honeysuckle (Lonicera tatarica) FACU Vine <1 

    

    

Results: Dominance test is >50%. Vegetation is dominated by wetland species. 
 

 
 

Soils 
Series: RehA – Reaville silt 
loam 0-2 percent slopes 

Hydric Soil List: None Histic: No 

Profile: Alteration: n/a 
Horizon  Depth Chroma Mottles Texture  
A 0-8 10YR 3/2 (100%) None Silty clay loam 
B 8-20+ 10YR 6/1 (60%) 10YR 4/6 (40%) Clay 

C     

Results: Soils have a depleted matrix with concentrations of Iron rendering them hydric. 
 

 
 

Hydrology 
Surface inundation : None Saturation Depth: None  Evidence: Reducing conditions 
Wetland classification: PEM Hydrology type:  
Results:  
 

 
 

Wetland Determination 
Yes X No  

 
 

      * Note:   Pursuant to NJAC 7:7-1.1 et seq,  this data form comports with the requirements set 
forth in the 1989 Federal Manual for Identifying and Delineating Jurisdictional Wetlands. 

 



 

ROUTINE METHOD WETLAND DATA FORM* 

 
Investigators: Steve Finch, Danielle Smith Date: 04/25/2023 
Site Name: Carrier Clinic Twp: Montgomery County:  Somerset 
Applicant:  Sample: Transect:  
Latitude: 595,138 Longitude: 440,997 Format: NAD 83 
Site Conditions:  Typical Weather: 65 °F, Sunny 

 
Dominant Vegetation 

Species  Status Stratum % Cover 

Misc. grasses (Poa spp.) NI Herb 60 

Field mustard (Brassica rapa) UPL Herb 30 

Field thistle (Cirsium discolor) UPL Herb 20 

Goldenrod (Solidago spp.) NI Herb 10 

Corn speedwell (Veronica arvensis) FACU Herb 5 

Wild onion (Allium canadense) FACU Herb <5 

Milkweed (Asclepias spp.) NI Herb <5 

Sink foil (Potentilla arguta) NI Herb <5 

Multifloral rose (Rosa multiflora) FACU Shrub <5 

Results: Vegetation does not support a wetland determination (<50% wetland species). 

 
 

Soils 
Series:  Hydric Soil List: None Histic: No 
Profile: Alteration: n/a 
Horizon  Depth Chroma Mottles Texture  
A 0-14 7.5YR 3/4 None Silty clay 
B 14-20+ 7.5YR 6/3 (50%) 5YR 4/6 (30%) Clay 

   10YR 5/8 (20%)  

Results: Soils are not indicative of being hydric. 
 

 
 

Hydrology 
Surface inundation : None Saturation Depth: None  Evidence: None 
Wetland classification:  Hydrology type:  
Results: Wetland hydrology was not present at this location. 
 

 
 

Wetland Determination 
Yes  No X 

 
 

      * Note:   Pursuant to NJAC 7:7-1.1 et seq,  this data form comports with the 
requirements set forth in the 1989 Federal Manual for Identifying and Delineating 

Jurisdictional  Wetlands. 





HACKENSACK MERIDIAN HEALTH CARRIER CLINIC 
MONTGOMERY TOWNSHIP, SOMERSET COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 
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Photograph 1:  View of the herbaceous wetland complex located at the northeastern portion of 

the property. 
 

 
 

Photograph 2:  View of the upland area adjacent to the wetland. 
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Photograph 3:  View of a drainage feature along the western perimeter of the property. 
 

.  
 

Photograph 4:  View of a drainage feature along E Mountain Road at the southern perimeter 
of the property. 
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Photograph 5:  View of drainage feature at the southeastern corner of the property. 

 








